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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected Under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaufman (U.S. Patent 5,903,870). 

In regard to claim 1 , Kaufman discloses a method for activating an object for 
highlighting during a presentation, the method comprising the steps of: 

recognizing an activation word capable of being spoken, the activation word 
associated with the object and an activation link (a command word is recognized which 
performs an action on an object on a screen, column 4, lines 5-14); 

invoking the activation link associated with the object when the activation word is 
recognized, wherein the activation link includes an activation action taken when the 
activation link is invoked the activation action associated with the highlighting (the 
spoken command is converted to appropriate instructions to perform an action on the 
screen, column 4, lines 14-23) ; and 

generating modified display data associated with the presentation when the 
activation action is taken (the object associated with the command is highlighted, 
column 4, lines 23-30). 
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In regard to claim 2, Kaufman discloses preparing the presentation for 
highlighting (command a programming language statements are created, column 4, 
lines 41-67) including: 

designating a portion of the presentation as the object for highlighting by* 
associating the designated portion with the activation link (for example, the [a,n] 
command designates the A1 window as an activatable window, column 5, lines 15-23); 

designating the activation word associated with the activation link (the [a,n] 
command is activated by the word A1 ); and 

designating the activation action associated with the activation link and the 
highlighting (the [a,n] command designates that window A1 will be highlighted by 
focusing on window A1 ; see also, e.g. "keyword" command, column 6, lines 46-52). 

In regard to claim 3, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes substitution 
of the designated portion with another object (e.g. the "DISPLAY" command replaces 
the currently focused window with a newly opened file, column 5, lines 54-57). 

In regard to claim 4, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes activating a 
multimedia object associated with the designated portion (e.g. the "RADIO" command 
opens a radio object, and the "TV" command opens a television object, column 9, .lines 
11 -13 and lines 26-29). 
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In regard to claim 5, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes changing a 
background color associated with the designated portion ("COLOR" command, column 
8, lines 30-33). 

In regard to claim 6, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes applying a 
graphic effect to the designated portion (such as highlighting, column 6, lines 46-52; or 
changing color, "COLOR" command, column 8, lines 30-33). 

In regard to claim 7, Kaufman discloses an apparatus for activating an object for 
highlighting during a presentation, the apparatus comprising: 
a processor (Fig. 1 , processor 40); 

a sound transducer coupled to the processor (speech transducer 20); and 
a memory associated with the processor and the sound transducer (memory 30), 
the memory for storing instructions for causing the processor to: 

recognize an activation word capable of being spoken into the sound 
transducer, the activation word associated with the object and an activation link 
(a command word is recognized which performs an action on an object on a 
screen, column 4, lines 5-14); 

invoke the activation link associated with the object when the activation 
word is recognized, wherein the activation link includes an activation action taken 
when the activation link is invoked the activation action associated with the 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,388 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

highlighting (the spoken command is converted to an appropriate instructions to 
perform an action on the screen, column 4, lines 14-23); and 

generate modified display data associated with the presentation when the 
activation action is taken (the object associated with the command is highlighted, 
column 4, lines 23-30). 

In regard to claim 8, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes substitution 
of the designated portion with another object (e.g. the "DISPLAY" command replaces 
the currently focused window with a newly opened file, column 5, lines 54-57). 

In regard to claim 9, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes activating a 
multimedia object associated with the designated portion (e.g. the "RADIO" command 
opens a radio object, and the "TV" command opens a television object, column 9, .lines 
11-13 and lines 26-29). 

In regard to claim 10, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes changing 
a background color associated with the designated portion ("COLOR" command, 
column 8, lines 30-33). 

In regard to claim 11, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes applying a 
graphic effect to the designated portion (such as highlighting, column 6, lines 46-52; or 
changing color, "COLOR" command, column 8, lines 30-33). 
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In regard to claim 12, Kaufman discloses an apparatus for activating an object for 
highlighting during a presentation, the apparatus comprising: 
a processor (Fig. 1 , processor 40); 

a voice recognition module coupled to the processor (Fig. 2, speech recognition 
device 44), the voice recognition module for recognizing an activation word capable of 
being spoken into a sound transducer associated therewith, the activation word 
associated with the object and an activation link (a command word is recognized which 
performs an action on an object on a screen, column 4, lines 5-14); and 

a memory associated with the processor and the voice recognition module (Fig. 
1 , memory 30), the memory for storing instructions for causing the processor to: 

invoke the activation link associated with the object when the activation 
word is recognized, wherein the activation link includes an activation action taken 
when the activation link is invoked the activation action associated with the 
highlighting (the spoken command is converted to an appropriate instructions to 
perform an action on the screen, column 4, lines 14-23); and 

generate modified display data associated with the presentation when the 
activation action is taken (the object associated with the command is highlighted, 
column 4, lines 23-30). 
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In regard to claim 13, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes 
substitution of the designated portion with another object (e.g. the "DISPLAY" command 
replaces the currently focused window with a newly opened file, column 5, lines 54-57). 

In regard to claim 14, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes activating 
a multimedia object associated with the designated portion (e.g. the "RADIO" command 
opens a radio object, and the "TV" command opens a television object, column 9,. lines 
11-13 and lines 26-29). 

In regard to claim 15, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes changing 
a background color associated with the designated portion ("COLOR" command, 
column 8, lines 30-33). 

In regard to claim 16, Kaufman discloses the activation action includes applying a 
graphic effect to the designated portion (such as highlighting, column 6, lines 46-52; or 
changing color, "COLOR" command, column 8, lines 30-33). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Meredith et al. (U.S. Patent 6,272,461) disclose a presentation 
aid that highlights text in the presentation as a user speaks it. Itaki (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0147589) discloses a self-contained presentation display 
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device with speech recognition. Black et al. (U.S. Patent 6,975,994) disclose a system 
that allows for speech driven control of a presentation. Nolting (U.S. Patent 6,718,308) 
discloses a system that builds presentation files using speech commands. Frulla et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,424,357) disclose a system that converts speech commands into normal 
mouse or keyboard commands. James et al. (U.S. Patent 7,036,080) disclose a system 
for selecting on screen objects using speech recognition. Sinha et al. {Multipoint) 
disclose a method for using speech to build presentations. Franklin et al. 
(Jabberwocky) disclose that follows a user's presentation to change slides at the 
appropriate moments. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian L. Albertalli whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7616. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM, every 
second Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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